Case: l:19-cv-01446 Doc#:l Filed: 06/24/19 lof9. PagelD #: 1 


IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO 
EASTERN DIVISION 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) CASE NO. 

) 

Plaintiff, ) JUDGE 

) 

v. ) 

) 

$9,265.00 U.S. CURRENCY SEIZED ON ) 

FEBRUARY 25, 2019, BY HOMELAND ) 

SECURITY INVESTIGATIONS, ) 

) 

Defendant. ) COMPLAINT IN FORFEITURE 

NOW COMES plaintiff, the United States of America, by Justin E. Herdman, United 
States Attorney for the Northern District of Ohio, and James L. Morford, Assistant U.S. 
Attorney, and files this Complaint in Forfeiture, respectfully alleging as follows in accordance 
with Supplemental Rule G(2) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure: 

JURISDICTION AND INTRODUCTION 

1. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over an action commenced by the 
United States under 28 U.S.C. Section 1345, and over an action for forfeiture under 28 U.S.C. 
Section 1355(a). This Court also has jurisdiction over this particular action under 21 U.S.C. 
Section 881(a)(6). 

2. This Court has in rem jurisdiction over the defendant currency: (i) pursuant to 28 
U.S.C. Section 1355(b)(1)(A) because acts giving rise to the forfeiture occurred in this district; 
and, (ii) pursuant to 28 U.S.C. Section 1355(b)(1)(B), incorporating 28 U.S.C. Section 1395, 


because the action accrued in this district. This Court will have control over the defendant 
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currency through service of an arrest warrant in rem, which U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
will execute upon the defendant currency. See, Supplemental Rules G(3)(b) and G(3)(c). 

3. Venue is proper in this district: (i) pursuant to 28 U.S.C. Section 1355(b)(1)(A) 
because acts giving rise to the forfeiture occurred in this district; and, (ii) pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 
Section 1395 because the action accrued in this district. 

4. On February 25, 2019, the defendant $9,265.00 U.S. Currency was seized from 
Dijonn Green at the Cleveland Hopkins International Airport. The seizure was made pursuant to 
a Department of Homeland Security - Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) / Cleveland 
Police Department (CPD) investigation. The defendant currency is now in the custody of the 
federal government. 

5. Subsequent to the seizure, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) 
commenced an administrative forfeiture proceeding against the defendant currency. A claim to 
the defendant currency was submitted by Dijonn Green in the administrative forfeiture 
proceeding, thereby requiring the filing of this judicial forfeiture action. 

6. The defendant $9,265.00 U.S. Currency is subject to forfeiture to the United 
States under 21 U.S.C. Section 881(a)(6) in that it constitutes proceeds from illegal drug 
trafficking activities, and/or was used - or was intended to be used - in exchange for illegal 
controlled substances, and/or was used - or was intended to be used - to facilitate illegal drug 
trafficking activities. 

DIJONN GREEN’S CRIMINAL HISTORY 

7. On June 14, 2012, Dijonn Green entered a guilty plea to felonious assault (felony 
2) in Case No. 1 l-CR-1231 A, Mahoning County Court of Common Pleas. Defendant Green 
was sentenced to three (3) years of community control. 
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8. On May 29, 2014, Dijonn Green entered a plea of no contest to possession of 
drugs (minor misdemeanor) in Case No. 2013 CR B 874, Boardman Municipal Court. The court 
found defendant Green guilty. 

9. On or about October 3, 2016, Dijonn Green entered a guilty plea to drug abuse 
(misdemeanor) in Case No. 2016 CR B 719, Austintown Municipal Court. 

10. On April 16, 2019, Dijonn Green entered a guilty plea to carrying concealed 
weapons (felony 4) in Case No. 18-CR-1035, Mahoning County Court of Common Pleas. 
Defendant Green was sentenced to one (1) year of community control. 

FORFEITURE 

11. On February 25, 2019, Dijonn Green [and a traveling companion] arrived at the 
Cleveland Hopkins International Airport for a Frontier Airlines flight to Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, via Orlando, Florida. At approximately 4:45 p.m., Green presented his carry-on bag to 
the Transportation Security Administration (TSA) at Gate C for administrative screening. 

12. During the TSA administrative screening, the carry-on bag belonging to Green 
alerted for the presence of an unidentified bulk mass. TSA protocol required the TSA officers to 
examine the bag to identify the nature of the bulk mass. During the administrative examination, 
TSA officers discovered bundles of U.S. currency - later determined to be the defendant 
$9,265.00 U.S. Currency - inside the bag. 

13. Following the discovery of the bulk U.S. currency, TSA officers notified a CPD 
officer present at the airport. CPD officers observed the bulk U.S. currency and, at 
approximately 4:55 p.m., notified HSI special agents. 

14. An HSI Cleveland Special Agent, an HSI Task Force Officer, and a CPD 
Sergeant associated with HSI located Green at the security checkpoint and spoke with him. They 
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advised Green that he was not under arrest and was free to leave at any time. Green - along with 
the traveling companion - voluntarily agreed to accompany the agents to the HSI office to 
answer questions regarding the discovered currency. 

15. At the HSI office, the agents opened Green’s carry-on bag and immediately 
smelled the “overt odor of marijuana”. Inside the bag, the agents recovered a blanket and four 
(4) bundles of U.S. currency. Each of the currency bundles was wrapped with a paper band and 
the blanket had residual amounts of marijuana on it. 

16. The agents asked Green about the source and the amount of currency in his 
possession. Regarding the source, Green initially stated that the currency was given to him by 
his brother. However, when asked for contact information, Green then stated that his boss was 
the person who gave him the currency. 

17. Green identified “his boss” by both name and telephone number. At 
approximately 5:30 p.m., the HSI Special Agent attempted to contact this person at the number 
provided. There was no answer. The HSI Special Agent then left a voicemail message, 
“identifying himself as an agent with Homeland Security seeking to ask him questions regarding 
the currency carried by Green.” The person did not respond to the voicemail message. 

18. Regarding the amount of currency in his possession, Green initially said he was 
carrying $8,000.00, but later stated he was carrying $7,000.00. 

19. When asked why he was traveling to Colorado, Green said he was going to 
purchase real estate. However, he could not provide any details about a prospective deal or 
otherwise substantiate his claim. 

20. Colorado is known to law enforcement as a source state for marijuana. 


4 





Case: l:19-cv-01446 Doc#:l Filed: 06/24/19 5 of 9. PagelD#:5 


21. Green was asked if he filed income taxes. He failed to directly answer the 
question and “gave the impression that he intended to file them this current year.” 

22. Meanwhile, the Special Agent contacted HSI dispatch and requested that a 
criminal history check be conducted on both Green and the traveling companion. Both 
individuals had criminal histories. Additionally, it was determined that Green had an 
outstanding warrant for his arrest in Cleveland, Ohio, for a (traffic) violation. 

23. A narcotics detection dog (Finnegan) positively alerted to the U.S. currency found 
in Green’s carry-on bag. According to the dog’s handler, this positive alert means that Finnegan 
detected the odor of an illegal drug emanating from the currency. Finnegan is trained and 
certified through the state of Ohio in the detection of narcotic odors. 

24. Based upon the foregoing, HSI seized the $9,265.00 U.S. Currency found in 
Green’s carry-on bag as illegal narcotics proceeds. Because Green had an open arrest warrant, 
he was arrested and was transferred to CPD custody. 

25. While preparing Green to be transferred to CPD, a search incident to his arrest 
was conducted. This search resulted in the recovery of small rubber bands, which agents 
recognized as items commonly used to bundle narcotics proceeds. 

26. Additionally, Green possessed two (2) cellular telephones. Agents requested that 
Green provide consent for a search of the telephones. Green refused to provide consent and the 
telephones were retained as evidence. 

27. The breakdown of the defendant $9,265.00 U.S. Currency was as follows: 463 
($20) bills, and 1 ($5) bill. 

28. $20 bills frequently are used to conduct illegal drug transactions. 
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29. On February 27, 2019, state search warrants were issued for Green’s cellular 
telephones. From one of the telephones, HSI recovered direct evidence that Green is extensively 
involved in the illegal trafficking of narcotics. 

30. Over 100 photographs were recovered from the cellular telephone. Among other 
things, these photographs show substantial quantities of marijuana/marijuana related products 
and Green in possession of firearms and large amounts of U.S. currency. The photographs set 
forth below were taken from Green’s telephone and show: (i) approximately 20 vacuum sealed 
bags containing pound quantities of marijuana; and, (ii) Green in possession of large amounts of 
U.S. currency. Each of the bills depicted in the photograph appear to be either $100.00 bills or 
$50.00 bills. 



31. The “street value” of a pound of marijuana is approximately $ 1,600.00 to 
$1,800.00. 

32. Photographs of Western Union, et al., receipts also were recovered from Green’s 
cellular telephone. The photographs show (wire) money transfers from the Youngstown, Ohio, 
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area to various destinations in California. California is known to law enforcement as a source 
state for marijuana. 

33. Several videos were recovered from Green’s cellular telephone. Again, the 
videos show Green engaged in activities related to the illegal trafficking of narcotics. 

34. Text message exchanges related to the illegal trafficking of narcotics were 
recovered from Green’s cellular telephone. Examples of such exchanges include the following: 

a. ) September 17, 2018 - Person texting with Green: 

Dam I jus had to grab sum [marijuana] from around here jus bought like 5 
[pounds] of em, ain’t have no weed n like a week was waiting for u had to go to 
Champ [an alternative source of supply.] 

Dijonn Green: 

They 16-19 right now [$1,600.00 to $1,900.00 per pound.] 

b. ) September 17, 2018 - Person texting with Green: 

If any of yo ppl [your people] got some [money] and a give it to you. .we catch a 
flight [to California] flip be right back you make a couple bands [a couple 
thousand dollars] and see what I’m tryna show you 

Dijonn Green: 

I got like 6 bands [$6,000.00] m [right now] included the one u owe me 
He said it’s a go 

c. ) October 24, 2018 - Person texting with Green: 

Bet u got another platinum [a particular strand of marijuana]? I can switch for 
OG [another particular strand of marijuana] got 4 OGs, Platinum too Fire [“fire” 
is not a particular strand of marijuana but, rather, refers to marijuana that is high 
quality/potent] lol 

If not all good 
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Dijonn Green: 

This stuff y’all sent back was short 
Almost 2 zips [two ounces] 

35. Finally, a document appearing to be a “drug ledger” or “owe sheet” was recovered 
from Green’s cellular telephone. 


CONCLUSION 


36. By reason of the foregoing, the defendant $9,265.00 U.S. Currency is subject to 
forfeiture to the United States under 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6) in that it constitutes proceeds from 
illegal drug trafficking activities, and/or was used - or was intended to be used - in exchange for 
illegal controlled substances, and/or was used - or was intended to be used - to facilitate illegal 
drug trafficking activities. 

WHEREFORE, plaintiff, the United States of America, requests that this Court enter 
judgment condemning the defendant currency and forfeiting it to the United States, and 
providing that the defendant currency be delivered into the custody of the United States for 
disposition according to law, and for such other relief as this Court may deem proper. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Justin E. Herdman 

U.S. Attorney, Northern District of Ohio 



Assistant lJnited^8fates Attorney, N.D. Ohio 
Carl B. Stokes U.S. Court House 
801 West Superior Avenue, Suite 400 
Cleveland, Ohio 44113 
216.622.3743 / Fax: 216.522.7499 


James.Morford@usdoj.gov 
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VERIFICATION 


STATE OF OHIO ) 

) ss. 

COUNTY OF CUYAHOGA ) 

I, James L. Morford, under penalty of perjury, depose and say that I am an Assistant 
United States Attorney for the Northern District of Ohio, and the attorney for the plaintiff in the 
within entitled action. The foregoing Complaint in Forfeiture is based upon information 
officially provided to me and, to my knowledge and belief, is true and correct. 


James~T>Mo rford (Oh 


Assistant United 



1005657) 
ies Attorney, N.D. Ohio 


Sworn to and subscribed in my presence this 



day of June, 2019. 



d&LsOlkfdA'2 

Notary Publi// 

^waJ.Dudas 

Notary PuBGc, State ofOfdc 

My Commission Expir( 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO 


I. 


Civil Categories: (Please check one category only ). 


1. 

2 . 
3. 



General Civil 

Administrative Review/Social Security 
Habeas Corpus Death Penalty 


*lf under Title 28, §2255, name the SENTENCING JUDGE: 


CASE NUMBER: 

II. RELATED OR REFILED CASES See LR 3.1 which provides in pertinent part: "If an action is filed or removed to this Court 
and assigned to a District Judge after which it is discontinued, dismissed or remanded to a State court, and 
subsequently refiled, it shall be assigned to the same Judge who received the initial case assignment without regardfor 
the place of holding court in which the case was refiled. Counsel or a party without counsel shall be responsible for 
bringing such cases to the attention of the Court by responding to the questions included on the Civil Cover Sheet." 

This action is □ RELATED to another PENDING civil case. This action is □ REFILED pursuant to LR 3.1 

If applicable, please indicate on page 1 in section VIII, the name of the Judge and case number. 


III. In accordance with Local Civil Rule 3.8, actions involving counties in the Eastern Division shall be filed at any of the 
divisional offices therein. Actions involving counties in the Western Division shall be filed at the Toledo office. For the 
purpose of determining the proper division, and for statistical reasons, the following information is requested. 

ANSWER ONE PARAGRAPH ONLY ANSWER PARAGRAPHS 1 THRU 3 IN ORDER. UPON FINDING WHICH 
PARAGRAPH APPLIES TO YOUR CASE, ANSWER IT AND STOP. 

(1) Resident defendant . If the defendant resides in a county within this district, please set forth the name of such 
county 

COUNTY: 

Corporation For the purpose of answering the above, a corporation is deemed to be a resident of that county in which 
it has its principal place of business in that district. 

(2) Non-Resident defendant . If no defendant is a resident of a county in this district, please set forth the county 
wherein the cause of action arose or the event complained of occurred. 

CQUNTY. QLjyg^Qgg Qo^y 

(3) Other Cases If no defendant is a resident of this district, or if the defendant is a corporation not having a principle 
place of business within the district, and the cause of action arose or the event complained of occurred outside 
this district, please set forth the county of the plaintiffs residence. 

COUNTY : 

IV. The Counties in the Northern District of Ohio are divided into divisions as shown below. After the county is 
determined in Section III, please check the appropriate division. 

EASTERN DIVISION 

(Counties: Carroll, Holmes, Portage, Stark, Summit, Tuscarawas and Wayne) 
(Counties: Ashland, Ashtabula, Crawford, Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, 

Lorain, Medina and Richland) 

(Counties: Columbiana, Mahoning and Trumbull) 


(Counties: Allen, Auglaize, Defiance, Erie, Fulton, Hancock, Hardin, Henry, 
Huron, Lucas, Marion, Mercer, Ottawa, Paulding, Putnam, Sandusky, Seneca 
VanWert, Williams, Wood and Wyandot) 
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CLEVELAND 


YOUNGSTOWN 
WESTERN DIVISION 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO 
EASTERN DIVISION 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) CASE NO. 

) 

Plaintiff, ) JUDGE 

) 

v. ) 

) 

$9,265.00 U.S. CURRENCY SEIZED ON ) 

FEBRUARY 25, 2019, BY HOMELAND ) 

SECURITY INVESTIGATIONS, ) 

) 

Defendant. ) PRAECIPE 

The United States of America respectfully requests that the Clerk of this Court issue the 
attached Warrant of Arrest in Rem to U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) pursuant to 
Rule G(3)(b)(i) of the Supplemental Rules for Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset 
Forfeiture Actions. 


Respectfully submitted, 

Justin E. Herdman 

U.S. Attorney, Northern District of Ohio 


By: 


JorfordtptaffT: 000565 7} 
Assistant Unit^l^tates Attorney, N.D. Ohi 
Carl B. Stpl^slJ.S. Court House 
801 West Superior Avenue, Suite 400 
Cleveland, Ohio 44113 
216.622.3743 / Fax: 216.522.7499 
James. Morford@usdoj .gov 
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®mteb States ©(strict Court 

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO 


WARRANT OF 
ARREST IN REM 


TO: U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION AND/OR ANY OTHER DULY 

AUTHORIZED LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER: 

WHEREAS, on June24.2019 _a_ Complaint in Forfeiture _ 

was filed in this Court by Justin E. Herdman, United States Attorney for this District, on behalf of the United 
States, against: 

$9,265.00 U.S. Currency seized from Dijonn Green on February 25, 2019, by Homeland Security 

Investigations 

(Asset ID No.: 19-CBP-000210) 

and WHEREAS, the defendant currency is currently in the possession, custody, or control of the United 
States; and, 

WHEREAS, Rule G(3)(b)(i) of the Supplemental Rules for Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset 
Forfeiture Actions directs the Clerk of the Court to issue a Warrant of Arrest In Rem for the arrest of the 
defendant currency; and, 

WHEREAS, Rule G(3)(c) of the Supplemental Rules for Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset 
Forfeiture Actions provides that the Warrant of Arrest In Rem must be delivered to a person or organization 
authorized to execute it; 

YOU ARE COMMANDED to arrest the defendant currency by serving a copy of this warrant on the 
custodian in whose possession, custody, or control the currency is presently found, and to use whatever means may 
be appropriate to protect and maintain its custody until further order of this Court. 

YOU ARE FURTHER COMMANDED to file the same in this Court with your return thereon. 


WITNESS THE HONORABLE 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE AT 

DATE 

June 24, 2019 

CLERK 

(BY) DEPUTY CLERK 



Returnable 60 

days after issue. 


U.S. Customs and Border Protection 


DISTRICT 

DATE RECEIVED 

DATE EXECUTED 

PRINTED NAME 

SIGNATURE 
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Department of the Treasury 

Federal Law Enforcement Agencies 

PROCESS RECEIPT ANO RETURN 


PLAINTIFF 

United States of America 

COURT CASE NUMBER 

DEFENDANT 

$9,265.00 U.S. Currency seized on February 25, 2019, by HSI 

TYPE OF PROCESS 

Warrant of Arrest in Rem 

SERVE 

AT 

NAME OF INDIVIDUAL, COMPANY, CORPORATION, ETC. TO SERVE OR DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY TO SEIZE 
$9,265.00 U.S. Currency seized on February 25, 2019, by HSI (Asset ID No. 19-CBP-000210) 

ADDRESS (Street or RFD, Apartment No., City, State and Zip Code) 

SEND NOTICE OF SERVICE COPY TO REQUESTER AT NAME AND ADDRESS BELOW 

NUMBER OF PROCESS TO BE 

SERVED IN THIS CASE 

1 

James L. Morford, Assistant U.S. Attorney 

Office of the United States Attorney, Northern District of Ohio 

Carl B. Stokes U.S. Court House, 801 West Superior Ave., Suite 400 
Cleveland, Ohio 44113 - office: 216.622.3743 

NUMBER OF PARTIES TO BE 

SERVED IN THIS CASE 

1 

CHECK BOX IF SERVICE IS ON USA 


SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS OR OTHER INFORMATION THAT WILL ASSIST IN EXPEDITING SERVICE (Includes Business and Alternate 


Addresses, Telephone Numbers, and Estimated Times Available For Service) 

$9,265.00 U.S. Currency seized from Dijonn Green on February 25, 2019, by Homeland Security Investigations (Asset ID No. 19- 
CBP-000210) 


Signature of Attorne^gr^ther 



PLAINTIFF 
□ DEFENDANT 


TELEPHONE NO. 

216.622.3743 


DATE 

06/24/2019 


■ G I ONATUrnT flffiD*DATE OF PERSON ACCEPTING PROCESS 



SPACE BELOW FOR USE OF TREASURY LAW ENFORCEMEHT AGENCY 


1 acknowledge receipt for the total number 

District of Origin 

District to Serve 

SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED TREASURY AGENCY OFFICER. 

DATE 

Of process indicated 

No. 

No. 




I HEREBY CERTIFY AND RETURN THAT I □ PERSONALLY SERVED, DHAVE LEGAL EVIDENCE OF SERVICE, □ HAVE EXECUTED AS SHOWN IN "REMARKS", THE PROCESS DESCRIBED 
ON THE INDIVIDUAL, COMPANY, CORPORATION, ETC., AT THE ADDRESS SHOWN ABOVE OR ON THE ADDRESS INSERTED BELOW 


□ I HEREBY CERTIFY AND RETURN THAT I AM UNABLE TO LOCATE THE INDIVIDUAL, COMPANY, CORPORATION, ETC NAMED ABOVE. 


NAME & TITLE OF INDIVIDUAL SERVED IF NOT SHOWN ABOVE: 


□ A person of suitable age and discretion then residing 
In the defendant's usual place of abode. 


ADDRESS: (Complete only if different than shown above) 


DATE OF SERVICE 


TIME OF SERVICE 


□ am 

□ PM 


SIGNATURE, TITLE AND TREASURY AGENCY 


remarks: 


TDF 90-22.48 (6/96) 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO 
EASTERN DIVISION 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) CASE NO. 

) 

Plaintiff, ) JUDGE 

) 

v. ) 

) 

$9,265.00 U.S. CURRENCY SEIZED ON ) 

FEBRUARY 25, 2019, BY HOMELAND ) 

SECURITY INVESTIGATIONS, ) 

) 

Defendant. ) NOTICE OF FORFEITURE 


To: Dijonn Green 

c/o Jennifer J. Scott, Esq. - Attorney for Dijonn Green 

JY Scott Law, LLC 

21245 Lorain Road, Suite 200 

Cleveland, Ohio 44126 

The above-captioned forfeiture action was filed in U.S. District Court on June 24, 2019. 
A copy of the Complaint in Forfeiture is attached. If you (Dijonn Green) claim an interest in the 
defendant currency, the following applies. 

Pursuant to Rule G of the Supplemental Rules for Admiralty or Maritime Claims and 
Asset Forfeiture Actions, you are required to file with the Court, and serve upon James L. 
Morford, plaintiff s attorney, whose address is United States Attorney’s Office, 400 United 
States Court House, 801 West Superior Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44113, a verified claim to the 
defendant currency within 35 days after your receipt of the complaint. The claim shall contain 
the information required by Rule G(5) of the said Supplemental Rules. Additionally, you must 
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file and serve an answer to the complaint, or a motion under Rule 12 of the Federal Rules of 


Civil Procedure, within 20 days after the filing of the claim, exclusive of the date of filing. If 


you fail to do so, judgment will be taken for the relief demanded in the complaint. 


Respectfully, 

Justin E. Herdman 

U.S. Attorney, Northern District of Ohio 



Carl B. Stokes U.S. Court House 
801 West Superior Avenue, Suite 400 
Cleveland, Ohio 44113 
216.622.3743 / Fax: 216.522.7499 
J ames. Morford@usdoj. gov 


Date: June 24, 2019 
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